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among the Ilinois whole families go together to Hunt
the wild ox, which is seldom seen in this country.
There they live for a month in the woods on that
fruit, besides pounding and drying great quantities
of it, which they keep for a Long time. They have
only a small temple erected on a mound of earth;
they enter it, so Monsieur Davion told me, only
when going to war or returning thence; and do not
utter all the yells of the Taensa and Natchés when
they pass in front of their temple, in which an old
man always keeps fire burning. Monsieur de St.
Cosme, who had heard that Monsieur Davion was
dying, arrived from the Natchés mission. Before
my departure, they both confirmed the news of the
Wreck of Father de Limoges —who, out of all that
he possessed, saved only his Chalice and his Cruci-
fix. They gave him all that he needed to enable
him to reach fort Mississipi, and were greatly edified
by the joy and fortitude that he manifested in
the great loss that he had suffered of all the outfit
of his Mission,— praising God, They told me, for
having thus deprived him of all he possessed. Mon-
sieur de St. Cosme informed me that the Natchés
were far from being as docile as the Tounika. They
are polygamous, thievish, and Very depraved —the
girls and women being even more so than the men
and boys, among whom a great reformation must be
effected before anything can be expected from them.
The customs of the Taensas, who speak the same
language, are the same. Their village is 20 leagues
from the River of the Toumika; It is 4 leagues
inland. After Traveling a league, one reaches a lake
where there are always a great many Crocodiles. It
must be crossed in a Canoe to reach the village,



